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LifePlus® Decking Guide
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> LifePIus®Decking shall be protected from damage from , - &% $ 9
both moisture and excessive heat, and packed up off dry & +
ground to allow a free airflow, while stored on site prior to $
installation. L &
> LifePlus® Decking is a dried hardwood product with a & $

maximum moisture content of 15%. LifePlus®
Decking & $
+
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> If looking at having timber decking as part of a steel-
framed home, it may be necessary to incorporate timber
joists into your steel system, + $
&
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» The area which will be under a completed deck shall be
graded, drained and ventilated so that the area is dry in
normal conditions and dries quickly after wet weather
without water pooling. . & $i
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> We recommend the use of penetrating oil or stain
finishes to protect decking from weathering. To achieve
maximum life from your decking, apply an appropriate
sealing coat to all surfaces, including cut-ends, before

laying.

with the finish liberally applied to the absorbent end
grain + & ) -

> Before fixing the decking, seal the top edge of each
joist with either CN emulsion, a primer plus finish coat or,
as we strongly recommend, a waterproof membrane (such
as Malthoid, a bituminous dampcourse),
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Lay the decking boards, using spacer blocks with a 3 to 5
mm gap between adjacent boards to allow for swelling and
shrinking. Small $
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Butt ends should be cut with a slight backward undercut to
assist in achieving a tight fit. 3
$
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Butt joints shall be staggered so that they do not occur on
adjacent boards.

> In weather exposed domestlc applications subject to
light foot traffic, LifePlus® Decking shall be hand nailed or
screwed with two fixings per board at each joist. Nails
shall be domed head (DH), twist shank (TS) type in
stainless steel (SS) (preferred) or hot-dipped galvanised
(HDG) (depending on severity of exposure conditions).

For hardwood joists, use 50x2.8mm DHTS nails (as above)
For softwood joists, use 65x3.15mm DHTS nails (as above)

Alternatively, use 50x10G LifePlus Decking Screws

% - 8 % ! for improved
hold down, corrosion resistance and resistance to working
out.

# T-Nails (50x2.2 Finishing Nails or 50x2.5 Flooring
Nails), plain steel or zinc plated nails shall not be used to
fix decking or in any external application.
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# Nails shall be placed in a formal and controlled
staggered alignment (10 to 12mm stagger, with a minimum
of 12mm edge clearance). Refer to screw installation
recommendations for required screw edge clearance.
Decking fixings placed in a straight line are likely to split

the joist.
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# Where decking boards terminate or are joined at a
joist, nails should be 12mm from the end of each board,
with the board predrilled to 80% of the nail diameter to

avoid splitting. , & $ &
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# Nails, whether domed or bullet head, should be driven
only so that the head pulls the board down tight onto the
joist. Nails shall not be punched into or below the decking
surface.
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> Effective initial finishing and regular ongoing

maintenance is essential to protect LifePlus® Decking and
the structural timber from the damaging effects of
weathering and to maintain an attractive appearance.
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# Raw linseed oil, or mixtures containing raw linseed oil,
can encourage mould growth in timber and should not be
used as a natural finish unless contained in a commercial
product containing mould inhibitors.

#  Clear film building decking finishes, properly prepared,
applied and maintained, as a system, can give good service
over a long life & % & 3

& +

B

- $&
- &% &
# Decking should not be coated with any finish which
leaves a slippery gloss coating on the surface as the deck
may become slippery and difficult to traverse, especially in
wet weather.

# Once the decking has been laid, apply another liberal
coat of the chosen oil or stain finish to the exposed
surface. .

$$ Refer to the LifePlus®
Decking Guide for application suggestions.

> The main enemy of an exposed timber deck is
moisture. Except for the effects of weather over which we
have no control, wherever possible keep your deck dry.
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> For satisfying long-term performance from timber
decking, perform regular maintenance including re-
application of the decking finish at appropriate intervals
and while the timber retains some water repellency.
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> Pay careful attention to safety during construction.
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Extracts and diagrams from a number of Timber Queensland
Ltd publications are included in this document and are used
with permission. For Timber Queensland publications visit
www.timberqueensland.com.au. The information and
recommendations contained herein have been prepared with
due care and every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of these recommendations and their consistency with
current best practice. However, Timber Innovations Pty Ltd and
Timber Queensland Ltd accepts no liability or claims, for errors
in or omissions from these recommendations, or for work done
or omitted to be done, in reliance on these recommendations
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